Sciennes PS Parent Council Meeting
Wednesday 11th March 2026 @ 7pm
Via MS Teams 

Voting attendees: 
Becky Carter, Vice- Chair 
Lena Lorenz, comms group 
Rachel Gregson, Fundraising & Events Co-Convenor 
Claire Carr, Fundraising & Events Co-Convenor
Chris Carter, Co -Treasurer
Belinda McGhie, P2 Rep 
Susie Braham, P3 Rep & Food Intolerances Group 
Chigdem Arslan , P5 Rep & ASN Rep 
Rebecca-Jo Rushdy, P7 Co-Rep & Digital Devices Group 
Christine Knox, P7 Co-Rep
Claudia Steedman, Eco Group Rep

Non-voting attendees: 
Sharon McGhee, HeadTeacher 
Lucy Gallagher, DHT
Carolyn Anstruther, DHT
John Armstrong, DHT
Amanda Vardy, clerk
Karoline Crosbie 
Chi Zhang
Jenny Man  
Katie Dunlop 
Olajunoke Adenji
Tim Mouncer 
Bonnie Thomson 
	
Welcome 
Welcome to everyone from the Vice -Chair of the PC, Becky Carter, with apologies from Emma Moulds and a brief overview of the meeting agenda. 
Apologies 
Emma Moulds, Chair 
Sean McGivern, Co -Treasurer
Helen Holroyd, Fruit Group
Jim Sorrell, Football Club Chairman 
Janine, Clubs convenor 

Previous Minutes 
Approved, no amendments. 
Headteacher Update
Sharon McGhee 
· Library Project 
· Formal launch was World Book Day 
· Amazing Space 
· £200 funding from FSS for books and resources 
· Green Team is sorting plants for the space 
· Winning artwork from the selected pupils in the school is framed and displayed in the space 
· Reading is school priority.

· 2026 is The National Year of Reading 
· Platform in the playground will be replaced during the Spring break 
· EIS is planning Industrial Action 
· Edinburgh City Council not involved 
· Caring, committed, strong Teaching team 
· Governed by SLT 
· Show value and recognition to all staff 
· Prep for next Session 
· Number of classes
· Composition of classes
· Assignment of class teachers 
· Staffing 
· Swim-a- Thon before Spring break 
· Raising Children with Confidence Course 
· Dates sent out via email
· 4-6pm in school 
· Childcare provided in school 
· Pupil Progress Repots 
· Change to schedule 
· Reports issued in April  
· Pupil Progress Meetings in May 
· Feedback options for both 
· Carolyn Anstruther 
· Retiring at the end of the session in June 
· Share our gratitude for Ms Anstruther 
· End of Term celebration 
· Any further questions for the HeadTeacher to be directed to the admin@sciennes email address.
Treasurer Report
Chris Carter 
· £34,563.73 current bank balance 
· Income since last meeting @ £5,025.58
· Expenditure since last meeting @ £ 2,034.64
· £815 received from ECC funding 
· Some income moved to 30-day notice account to gain extra interest – please give notice if large sum amounts are required 
· PC Spending plan will be shared on the PC website 
· https://www.sciennesparentcouncil.com
· P2 are the current Bake Sale Champs, raising the most funds to date!
· Fruit Group 
· Income via ParentPay @ £960
· Income via Website @ £254
· Current available funds for approx. 3 months @ £100 per week 
· Please send all invoices to the official treasurers gmail account 
· Ongoing comms via WhatsApp – Lena to communicate to full school community 
· All funding goes directly back into the school 
· Question from Bonnie Thomson P1 parent – does the school use ethical banking? 
· Bank of Scotland 
· 24hour cash deposit facility required due to large amounts of cash handling at Fairs and events etc which must be deposited on the same day 
· CEC gives strict guidelines on school bank accounts, and we must follow them 
· Sciennesparentcouncil.com 
· sciennestreasurer@gmail.com 		 


Group Updates
Playground/Roads Update 
Sharon McGhee for Emma Moulds 
· ETRO is still pending but will be submitted when the questions raised via the consultation are answered 
· Plans shared via portal for comment 
· 113 in support of plans 
· 18 against 
· Pertinent questions raised 
· Meeting on Monday 16th March with Council officers and PC to answer all questions 
· Sectioned off area on the road currently used as playground space 
· Removable Bollards to be introduced 
· Road painting to section off the area and direct pedestrians and cyclists 
· Area will be closed during the school day and open at all other times 
· Next steps - planning for full road closure 
Comms 
Lena Lorenz
· No Update 
· sciennescomms@gmail.com	
Fundraising and Events 
Rachel Gregson 
· Save the Date!
· Parents Quiz Night – Friday 13th March  
· P6/7 Disco – Thursday 26th March  
· Photos – w/c 27th April 
· Summer Fair – Saturday 30th May 
· P2/5 Bake Sales TBC 
· eCommerce site on website 
· Year Group Fundraising 
· P1 – T-Towels 
· P2 – Autumn bakesale 
· P3 – Photos 
· P4 – Halloween Disco 
· P5 – Spring Bakesale 
· P6 – Christmas Trees 
· P7 – Yearbook 
· Photographs on sale via ParentPay 	
· Individual @ £10
· Sibling @ £15
· Class @ £5 
· Please purchase sibling photos via the Eldest child’s ParentPay account 
· Every child will have their photo taken this year but you will only have access to the digital platform if you have purchased the photo
· P7 Yearbook
· Christine Knox leading 
· Format in place from previous years 
· Looking for P1 photos (suggest saving all P1 photos for use in the yearbooks in years to come)
· Swim-a-Thon 
· Volunteers required for counting laps 
· Sign up via Poll 

· Succession planning – new Fundraising convenor required by the end of the session as Claire and Rachel will be leaving – anyone interested contact the team via the email. 
· Fundraising group has set up a channel on the WhatsApp community Hub and this can be joined directly via the WhatsApp community channel 
· Comms via the WhatsApp Group Chat 
· sciennesfundraiser@gmail.com 
Year Group Issues 
· Katie Dunlop – Parents cycling into the school playground at drop off and pick up times is unsafe 
· Sharon will issue comms to advise all to dismount from cycles before entering the playground 
· P1 asked about Comms re Large school events 
· All comms re events in school are communicated in the weekly Friday Update by Sharon and via WhatsApp 
· Email to admin@sciennes.edin.sch.uk with any concerns 
Football
Jim Sorrell 
· No Update 
Fruit Group 
Helen Holroyd
· No Update 
· Enough funding at present 
· Enough volunteers at present 
Eco Group
Claudia Steedman 
· £350 funding approved at last meeting – nothing spent to date 
· Flowers/Bulbs for planters 
· Parent help requested 
· WhatsApp group for Eco – 23 members signed up 
· Meeting with Sharon to plan 
Clubs 
Rebecca-Jo Rushdy
· No Update 
ASN 
Chigdem Arslan
· No Update 
Digital Devices 
Rebecca-Jo Rushdy
· Christine and Rebecca met with Parliament 
· To meet with Lucy and Sharon for next steps 
Allergy Awareness 
Susie Braham 
· No Update 

Succession Planning / Vacant Roles. 
· FSS – Fundraising person required could be a current member of the Sciennes PC Fundraising group. 
· Football Group Treasurer
· PC Clerk at the end of the session 
· Fundraising convenor 
· Clubs Convenor 
sciennesparentcouncil@gmail.com 
The meeting ended at 7.55pm with Thanks to everyone who attended 
Next Meeting date Thursday 7th May  @ 7pm via MS Teams (or may be in person in school TBC by Emma)











